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Market overview
Global equities advanced during the quarter, ending the period
up 7.1%. Within the major developed markets, Japanese equities
outperformed while U.S. equities underperformed.
U.S. equities gained 5.3% (in CAD terms) as represented by the
S&P 500 Net Index. Economic data released during the quarter
was mixed as the pace of job additions moderated to 151,000
jobs in August from a strong 255,000 job gains in July. However,
second quarter GDP growth was revised higher to 1.4%, above
expectations and the initial estimate of 1.1%, while manufacturing
activity remained in expansionary territory. At its September
meeting, the Federal (Fed) Reserve Board left rates unchanged,
but stated that one increase this year is appropriate barring any
major risks to the economy, which led to increased expectations
of a December rate hike.
European equities rebounded from the late June sell-off as
European financials recovered on strong earnings and prospects
of a U.S. Fed rate hike. For the second quarter, eurozone GDP
growth came in at 1.2% annualized below the growth in the first
quarter. However, manufacturing activity continued to expand
with a Markit Eurozone Manufacturing PMI reading of 52.6 in
September. The European Central Bank left interest rates
unchanged and asset purchases at EUR 80 billion a month,
which disappointed market participants. However, the Bank of
England cut its key lending rate by 25 basis points and expanded
its asset purchase program in an effort to boost growth following
the Brexit vote.
Japanese equities outperformed aided by Bank of Japan’s new
monetary policy framework announced during the quarter that
suggested that it will continue to expand its balance sheet. It also
increased its purchases of exchange traded funds to 6 trillion yen
per year, from 3.3 trillion previously and Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’s government announced fiscal stimulus of more than 28
trillion yen. Inflation remained at muted levels as core CPI fell
0.5% year over year in August, below expectations for a 0.4%
decline.
Chinese equities outperformed on the back of encouraging
economic data - industrial production rose 6.3% year over year in
August, while retail sales rose 10.6% year over year.
Manufacturing activity also remained in expansionary territory
through the quarter, with the Markit/Caixin manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index reading at 50.1 in September.
Approval of the Shenzhen-Hong Kong Stock Connect that will

enable global investors to invest in mainland equities also aided
Chinese equities.
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For the three-month period ended September 2016, the portfolio
underperformed its benchmark, the MSCI All Country World
Index, returning 4.6% compared to 7.1% for the benchmark.
Underperformance was largely driven by security selection amid
the broad rotation to cyclicals we experienced during the quarter.
Country allocation contributed positively, including an overweight
to Japan and South Korea. This was partly offset by an
overweight to the Czech Republic which detracted.
The portfolio remained overweight to South Korea as the country
allocation indicates that valuations are attractive and the market
has good momentum characteristics with positive estimate
revisions. The risk characteristics are also favorable as South
Korea has a strong current account position. We also favor the
corporate reforms that the government is implementing as we
expect these to drive an increase in shareholder returns. In
essence, companies will be required to either increase dividend
payout ratios or increase workers’ pay. Failure to comply, will
result in the retained profits being taxed.
The portfolio is also overweight Japan as the country allocation
framework indicates that Japan is attractively priced with low risk
characteristics. We highlight that Japanese equities outperformed
during the quarter, and expect that ongoing easing measures
(fiscal and monetary), combined with extensive structural
reforms, will be supportive of growth and equities.
Finally, based on the country allocation framework, the portfolio
had an overweight to the Czech Republic. Czech Republic gives
us exposure to higher economic growth prospects in emerging
markets and has relatively attractive risk characteristics of a low
beta and a strong current account position. The country
allocation framework also indicates that the Czech Republic is
attractively valued with positive earnings momentum.
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A detractor from performance was Bristol Myers Squibb Co. a
global pharmaceutical player and a leader in the emerging field of
immuno-oncology. Bristol Myers’ key products in immunooncology are marketed under the brand names Opvido and
Yervoy. The company’s shares retreated during the quarter as
one of its cancer-treatment pipeline drugs failed to show a benefit
relative to chemotherapy.

offsetting any slowdown in issuance volumes in the U.S. We also
favor the counter-cyclical exposure that the Analytics segment
offers, as this segment is being driven by increased regulatory
oversight, offsetting any potential declines in rating revenue.
Within the portfolio, Moody’s diversifies our Financials sector
holdings in banks, insurance and real estate investment trusts.

We believe the sell-off is overdone as the market appears to be
under-estimating the overall size of the immuno-oncology market,
where Bristol Myers is a lead player. In addition to its key
products in immuno-oncology, the company has a broad pipeline
of potential future combination therapies. We believe Bristol
Myers can deliver double-digit growth given it has the broadest
pipeline of potential immuno-therapy combinations and expect it
to be a long-term winner in this market. Also, based on the
results of studies to date of the Opvido-Yervoy combination, we
expect this treatment to show greater efficacy for patients that
cannot handle the toxicity of chemotherapy treatment. Growing
sales should also contribute to improved profitability and in turn
buoy the company’s Cash Flow Return on Investment.

Outlook

A contributor to performance was Moody’s Corporation, a
provider of credit ratings and research on debt instruments and
securities. Through the Moody’s Analytics segment, the company
also offers leading-edge software, advisory services for credit
and economic analysis as well as for financial risk management.
Moody’s outperformed on the back of solid second-quarter
results announced during the period, amid a recovery in U.S.
financials post the Brexit sell-off. Earnings per share (EPS) was
ahead of estimates aided by better-than-expected revenues in
structured products and corporate finance, with the company on
track to reducing its cost base. Management also reaffirmed
2016 full year guidance, although it indicated that EPS is likely to
be in the lower-end of guidance.
We continue to hold the stock as the company has a strong
market position and operates in an oligopostic industry with only
two other competitors – S&P and Fitch. This provides the
company with strong pricing power and supports consistently
high Cash Flow Return on Investment levels of greater than 30%.
Further, the company has a global franchise, which allows it to
capture opportunities in markets such as Europe and Emerging
markets that are poised for rising bond issuance, thereby

While global growth remains lackluster, we remain constructive
on global equities, particularly relative to bonds, given a
supportive fundamental backdrop, although we expect future
returns to be modest. At current levels, valuations are not
particularly demanding - the MSCI All Country World Index is
trading at close to its long-run median with relatively attractive
valuations in regions such as Japan and Emerging Markets.
Additionally, we believe that concerns over slowing global growth
will continue to support the “lower for longer” interest rate theme
for central banks and in turn support equities. Fiscal stimulus is
also likely to be supportive of growth and/or boost market
sentiment, in turn providing a potential tailwind for equities. It is
also worth noting that a number of countries in both developed
markets (Japan, Spain and Italy) and emerging markets (China
and Thailand) are implementing reforms that should benefit their
economies over the long-term.
Some of the risks we continue to watch include upcoming
elections and referendums in a number of countries in the
Eurozone and also in the U.S, which could contribute to capital
market volatility. With interest rates at all-time lows, currency
intervention has been increasingly used as a tool to bolster
growth as we saw in China with the devaluation of the renminbi.
Continued currency devaluations could contribute to capital
market volatility.
In this environment, we believe it is important to have a portfolio
that is well diversified and well-constructed. Country allocation
will also remain key. Given our focus on high quality companies
through the lens of EVA, we believe we are positioned to
withstand volatility. A key tenet of our philosophy centres on
EVA, with sales growth, margins and asset turns the main drivers
of the process. We remain focused on investing in companies
that can create positive economic value added and that are
trading at attractive valuations.
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Commentary and data sourced from Bloomberg, Reuters and company reports. The commentaries contained herein are provided as a general source of
information based on information available as of September 30, 2016 and should not be considered as personal investment advice or an offer or solicitation to
buy and/or sell securities. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy in these commentaries at the time of publication; however, accuracy cannot be
guaranteed. Market conditions may change and the manager accepts no responsibility for individual investment decisions arising from the use of or reliance on
the information contained herein. References to specific securities are presented to illustrate the application of our investment philosophy only and are not to be
considered recommendations by AGF Investments. The specific securities identified and described in this commentary do not represent all of the securities
purchased, sold or recommended for the portfolio, and it should not be assumed that investments in the securities identified were or will be profitable. Commissions,
trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund investments. Please read the prospectus before investing. The
indicated rates of return are the historical annual compounded total returns including changes in share and/or unit value and reinvestment of all dividends and/or
distributions and do not take into account sales, redemption, distribution or optional charges or income taxes payable by any securityholder that would have
reduced returns. Mutual funds are not guaranteed; their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. The information contained herein
is designed to provide you with general information related to investment alternatives and strategies and is not intended to be comprehensive investment advice
applicable to the circumstances of the individual. We strongly recommend that you consult with a financial advisor prior to making any investment decisions.
The All World Tax Advantage Group is a mutual fund corporation that currently offers over 20 different classes of securities. Investing in any of the classes within
the group offers the following potential benefits and features: deferral of capital gains tax on transfers between classes, potential capital tax savings for corporate
investors and fund diversification by investment style, geography and market capitalization. While the articles of AGF All World Tax Advantage Group Limited
provide authority to make distributions out of capital and AGF All World Tax Advantage Group Limited intend both to calculate capital in the manner contemplated
by the corporate statute for corporations that are not mutual fund corporations and only to declare distributions out of capital if there is sufficient capital attributable
to a series, no definitive case law exists to confirm that a mutual fund corporation may make distributions of capital and how it is to be calculated. Further, no
advance income tax ruling has been requested or obtained from Canada Revenue Agency, nor is AGF aware of any published advance income tax ruling or the
possibility of obtaining such a ruling, regarding the characterization of such distributions or the calculation of capital for such purposes.
The MSCI information may only be used for your internal use, may not be reproduced or redisseminated in any form and may not be used as a basis for or a
component of any financial instruments or products or indices. None of the MSCI information is intended to constitute investment advice or a recommendation to
make (or refrain from making) any kind of investment decision and may not be relied on as such. Historical data and analysis should not be taken as an indication
or guarantee of any future performance analysis, forecast or prediction. The MSCI information is provided on an “as is” basis and the user of this information
assumes the entire risk of any use made of this information. MSCI, each of its affiliates and each other person involved in or related to compiling, computing or
creating any MSCI information (collectively, the “MSCI Parties”) expressly disclaims all warranties (including, without limitation, any warranties of originality,
accuracy, completeness, timeliness, non-infringement, merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose) with respect to this information. Without limiting any of
the foregoing, in no event shall any MSCI Party have any liability for any direct, indirect, special, incidental, punitive, consequential (including, without limitation,
lost profits) or any other damages. (www.msci.com).
First publication date: October 28, 2016.

